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#. [Text] MHe founded the tangers——tnat fierce, broadly swilts,
- dlackclad, tightiy-knit vand of saldiers, honed razor-sharp to
. k1Ll and brutally trainea te he constantly on the sove Until
" they had run down their quarry however longi: took,. ?he Rangers -
| ' asd brought down the first Huk Rebeliioms under the direct %
officership of Focky Tieto. He himself had gome in tor hanﬁs*on :
experience in counterinsurgency, lezding the ﬁangere In one
scorching firefight after another-—with shuntine knife, ais
’;nepheﬁs tell mes the sparks flying off as blade hit skull aakiag ,
luftnesses pelieve that he was firing off a qun. The stuff of R e
tegend. This was in the *30s. Rocky !teto vas and swould a*erﬁ_ S
temain the model soldier.
r} “An ghe last days of the Republic, bofcra bictatgr-tn*ba o
?e;dtﬂand Marcos snuffed out ¥ts Life, he was the most<d: '
yeneral in the AFP [Arned Forces of the ?hitiapingz1¢; X S
Leasd the general who undountedly deserved atl- div dec rafiausa- i
| xellsdgam—rod, tight-tipped, taciturn, with a col gﬂptumw: v
,”dlstan,»&éok in his eyes, as though setiqg : Lty ]
Ringers as the model army receded irrevocabl, i
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He uas rusored to have Leaked gut Cplam CLOperation plan]
Sagittariuss the masterplan for the ispostition of martial Laws
tor, atong witn General Kanuel Yan {nos undersecretary of foreign

d s¥fairs), he had unequivocably drawn the line betveen his duty to
the flag and the Constitution aneg the soldier®s toyalty to the

Commanager in Chief. at any rate, ne made it clear tnat Martiatl

Law and the destruction of the Republic, walich General and

Fresident had sworn to defends were nowhere among his duties to

serform.

The gday rmartial lav vas anmounceds, it ¥as ruvored that Seneral
{lero nad been arresteg. There was a3 rusor Later that he would
ve brought to Lorregidor, alang with everyone in the Maxiwmus
Security 2lock ¥n Fort Sonifacic, ro e shot, It didn®t happen
But he was soon on bis way to Teheran, as anpassadors oyt of
hars®s wvay snd away from *he gpoortunity to do mischief §°¢ only

}  aecause his professiajnal example was 3 rebuke to the other AFP
jenerais who were aiggint intc the personal satisfactions of
mortial rule.

A visitor to the maxinus Security %lock was told by apuck
arivate:s "If Ilets gives his sfgnal, we will tuyrn our guns on oyr
jenerals and on Karcos. He is the only real soldier.”

Throughout the frustrating and despairing years of Martial Law,
rumors floated back from Teheran and then from 2angkok that Ileto
«oule return and rescue the arsec forces froa the mire of shame
dna degradation in which 1t was wallaving Like 3 %erd of
sadarene suine,

Never haopened. ne vas as closely watched as any of the
| traditional opoositionists. Stitl, Concerned Filipinos would not

riss the cportunlty to detour to dangkok ame¢ sound his cut on

nis plarss and on nis views about the country®s slide to
self~destructionr.

EDSA {ezifanio se los Santos aAvenue] gave the country
freedoms, 2nd Farile. [t was 3 package deal.e Ang the package
contained both democracy a2nd a2 time-homb, with Farilets
irrepressiole smoicion as the detonator. The pest the Cary
jovernaent coul? 43 was anpaint Rocky as deputy a¥nister of
defenser hooing that his nrofessional example would shaswe the kap
{Refare the Arazed forces #dverentl into good behavior.

It gidn®t work. The RAM challenged legitinate authority in

] the naase of professiomgolise in four coup attesnts or
conspiraciess, until Cory threw out Farile in 2 coun of her oun,
the aorning after the couz he nad not glanned. foisted on his

Swn petard. {as pyolisnesl Cory fnstatled Ileta immediately.

It was ohserved that oefore that, Rocky walkec with 2 stoon
and a tired gait, as it the years had taken thelr toll. 2yt when
{ory turned toc him and said, "rocky, Enrile is out. You are
defense #Inister,™ the color returned to his cheeks, his torso
straigntened and he snapsed a salute. Here was a2 man vhose Life
vas service, whose energy uwas dedication to a vision of
scldiering he himself naj Lived.

fut the AFP's politicization ha2a advanced farther than either

i had feared. Tne AFP proved irpervicus to Ileto’s exasple and
ingitferent to his vision of the sotdier as pure fighting
sachings constantly on the moves escheuing mechanical transnort
but comding the sus? on faol and kitling everything that carried

4 3gun or a pamphlet. Ne was heard to say that the mititary cawps

should be deew phasized. The scldier should live off his

&ravsack and should Loe™ o rest from his marching ~nd kilting

only after he had dewi. all the MPAs intoc the sea _where they s

could be shot Like fish in a3 barrel. ’ . e T
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